
Dearborn Street began as a path and oxen trail 
worn by the Goff family who moved to Lemon 
Bay in 1878. When the Nichols brothers platted 
Englewood in 1896, they named it Dearborn 
Street.

Pete and Florence Buchan built their home and 
store on the property at the end of what is now 
the corner of Old Englewood Road and 
Dearborn and constructed a dock that extended 
250 feet into Lemon Bay which became the 
arrival point for goods coming into town from 
Tampa and Key West. There were no roads into 
Englewood at that time. Almost immediately, 
the property became known as Buchan's 
Landing. Other merchants soon followed 
Buchan's lead and Dearborn Street became the 
commercial center of Englewood.
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Lemon Bay

Elsie Quirk 
Library

OLD ENGLEWOOD RD

1. Buchan’s Landing and Lemon Bay Funeral 

Home—Old Englewood Rd. & Dearborn

2. Historic Green Street Church—416 W. Green

3. Old Florida Outdoor Center—463 W. Dearborn

4. Rehab—349 W. Dearborn

5. Mango Bistro—301 W. Dearborn

6. La Stanza—232/234 W. Dearborn

7. 240 W. Dearborn and Kelly's Tavern

8. Elizabeth Bryant Gallery—200 W. Dearborn 

9. Lemon Bay Playhouse—96 W. Dearborn

Other Historical Sites

10. Lampp House–-604 Perry 

11. Indian Mound Park (Paulson Point)—end of 

Winson

12. Lemon Bay Womans Club–-Maple and Cocoanut 

13. Lemon Bay Cemetary–-West side of Indiana Ave. 

(Rte 776) just past Church St.
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HISTORIC LEMON BAY

Originally called “Mangrove Bay,” today’s 
Lemon Bay was named by Joseph Cross in 1886 
when he filed the plat for Grove City – an area 
he was planning on developing. He believed 
lemon trees would be a viable crop and provide 
financial support for new settlers. His plans 
didn’t work out too well, but the name has 

THE LEMON BAY HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY

The Society grew out of a 
Pioneer Days Celebration on 
September 4, 1983 honoring 
Englewood’s first newspaper 
editor, Josephine Cortes, author 
of The Early History of Englewood and Pioneer 
Days founder. In 1985, the Lemon Bay 
Historical Society was officially incorporated as a 
non-profit organization. Membership dues are 
$15 for a single membership, $20 for a family. 
Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of the 
month (generally) from September—April. You 
do not need to be a historian to join, just 
someone interested in preserving the history of 
this small town. Visit us online at: 
www.lemonbayhistory.com. 

If you’re interested in historic places of 
Englewood, check out our Then And Now, Vol I 
book, available at our meetings and the 
Englewood Chamber Of Commerce. 

LEMON BAY 
FROM A 1960s 
POSTCARD



1. BUCHAN'S LANDING & LEMON BAY 

FUNERAL HOME–OLD ENGLEWOOD 

ROAD & DEARBORN

In 1916, Pete Buchan bought all the land west of 
Olive Street (Old Englewood Road) and south 
of Dearborn and built a two story building, a 
general store and post office below and living 
quarters above. His daughter, Margaret Buchan 
married J.D. (Jack) Tate. In 1933, Jack and 
Margaret opened Tate’s Market on the corner of 
Dearborn and Old Englewood Rd. In 1972, after 
a period of time as an antique/junque store, it 
became the design award winning Lemon Bay 
Funeral Home. Buchan's Landing still belongs to 
the family.

2. HISTORIC GREEN STREET 

CHURCH–416 GREEN STREET

Built in 1928 as the Methodist Church on 
Magnolia Street, the building was moved to its 
currant location on Green Street as a new brick 
church was built to accommodate a growing 
membership. Owned and maintained by the 
Lemon Bay Historical Society, it is available for 
weddings, community meetings, memorial 
services and vow renewals. (Email: 
info@lemonbayhistory.com)

3. OLD FLORIDA OUTDOOR CENTER–

463 DEARBORN

Built by Frank Ziegler as a grocery store in 1919, 
the west section housed the Post Office, a small 
part of the building with a separate entrance. It 
was an old-time hardware store until 2013. 
Today it’s a resource for sportsfolk.

4. REHAB–349 DEARBORN

In one of two similar buildings built by brothers 
in the early 50s, this was the home of Alston's 
Appliance. In 1955, Bob and Irene Scott bought 
this building and ran Scott’s Outboard and 
Repair, u-rent-it, a pet store and Western Union. 
Now it’s an antique store.

5. MANGO BISTRO–301 DEARBORN

Alston Electric, owned by “Snook” and Audrey 
Alston, sat on the corner of Mango and 
Dearborn. Many folks from the 1960s to 2008 
remember this building as the Bargain Box, a 
thrift–antique store stacked with treasures of 
sometimes questionable value. Today the 
building has been renovated and houses a café 
and coffee shop.

6. LA STANZA–232/234 DEARBORN

The corner of Dearborn and Mango has seen 
quite a few changes over the years. Originally 
there were two separate buildings, Dixon’s Bar 
and Grill which became Arrow Appliance and 
Shell Patio. In 1980, Shell Patio became The 
Main Branch owned by Jan and Eddie Zee. In 
2000, they bought Arrow Appliance and rebuilt 
the corner as a single structure – Bootleggers 
Restaurant and Brewery. In 2010, following 
another remodel by a new owner, it became the 
largest restaurant on Dearborn.

8. ELIZABETH BRYANT GALLERY–200 

DEARBORN

This building opened in 1928 as Chapin 
Wholesale & Retail Grocery Company Inc. Mr. 
Chapin sold it to his son-in-law and it became 
The Van Norman Company Grocery Store. 
Today, it’s the Elizabeth Bryant Gallery. 
Artistically renovated, the Gallery sells jewelry, 
clothing, and artwork – but no groceries.

9. LEMON BAY PLAYHOUSE–96 

DEARBORN

The first Englewood Bank, established in 1925, 
held the savings of all the town residents. 
Unfortunately, the funds disappeared in the late 
20s, along with Abner Silkey, the bank cashier. 
In 1957, a second bank, The Englewood State 
Bank, came to town in this building. When it 
outgrew the building, it became Rawles Funeral 
Home. This building now houses the highly 
successful Lemon Bay Playhouse.

The church before restoration by the Lemon 
Bay Historical Society—about 1983

Photo courtesy of Bernie Reading

7. 240 DEARBORN AND KELLY'S 

TAVERN

The home at 240 
Dearborn was built 
from part of the “Royal 
Casino,” a structure 
that stood from 1924 
to 1939 in Lemon Bay 
beyond Buchan’s 
Landing. The depression and storms brought 
much of it down, but some was reused here. 
Built with a downstairs stable in 1924, Kelly’s 
has been an Englewood “cold beer” spot for 
locals since 1930.


